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BLAKFISH
BLeeuNq THKIV4
"We re never going to be done with this band,' says Bldkfish guitarist / vocalist

Tom."lt 's dl we kn0wand ihefes n0way Im goifq back t0 l,\J0fkifq in an office."
The Brummle fouf-piece hdve subscribed t0 a jfestyle thdt eschews the typi
cal pressures of a fecession{idden Bfitain, e ecting t0 touf incessantly with

sod a m0ney dnd seemingly even fewer !1/0Il ies.
'We're foLrr poor friends from Birrningham, trying t0 avold full-time j0bs and

that s how we have always presented oufselves - noi necessarily in a jokey
way, just a rea istic 0ne," explains dual vocalist / guitafist sam. "There's no

b! shit 'we're irying t0 be farnoui thinq invo ved. lf people at 0ur sho\{s
can't relate t0 thdt when wete asking them to heckle and thtow drinks at us,

then they should go and see Jhe [nemy.
The band go about theii business with p enty of qood humour, and their
veerinq blend 0f mLrsjcai sty es is bolstered by some impressjve y witty,

lrequently cutting lyrics. Thjs class is bri l l laft ly ca!ght in their debui
full lenqth 'Champions', which, aftef a delay, is now being Ie eased through

Hdssle Records. The f0llow up to debut tP'See You ln Another City, lt was
recorded with These AIms Are Snakes drummef chfis Comm0n behind the

producti0n desk, ln sedtt e ovef f ive weeks.
'He did a feally gfeat job," details Sam. "We wanted it to be as 0rganic as

possible, s0 I think ihere afe only about four Overdubs 0n the l l\/hole tecord,
no dfum samples, and no auto_tune 0n the voca s.

"He was literally the hardest workinq man y0u'l l ever rneet, adds T0m. 'He

llrou d sit at ihe desk from l0am onwafds unti l after l0 pm, with maybe two
stops - 0ne to piss and the other t0 get coffee.

"He s delinitely n0t human, I think he's some kind 0f genetical y rnodil ied
fobot that s pfogrammed t0 sulVive 0n hd f a bag 0f pretzels and 0ne wee
a day,'drumrner Wiz conc!fs. "l le had a g00d augh with him, it delinitelY

took him a while to understand !l]hat we were sdying most 0l the i ime, and
then when he'd finally f iqured that out, it took him even longel to w0Tk out

why lde tho!ght !\Je wefe lunnJ/."
Despite sdid communication problems,'Champions' has emerqed from the

studi0 as a fife debut f! I length. t 's a recoid that should see Blakfish's fan
base continue t0 gro!! as they maintain their aforernentioned, relentless

t0urinq schedule. They've even worked 0ut their own, peculiaf way t0 keep
healthV as they traverse between venues.

' 'We get i l l , but if youte on the road you jusi drink thfouqh it," reasons sarn.
"Think about it: alcoh0 kil ls everything e se inside you, so it has t0 have a

qood go at co ds and f u dnd shit."
"Alth0ugh thdt's actud y my the0ry, interjects bdssist Rich. " had reallY

bad diafrhed l0r a week after touflng lfeland was b eeding from mY arse
and everythinq.'

Inddvisable self-medicati0n aside, Blakfish afe vely seri0us about maintain
ing the momentum that has estdblished them ds one 0l Britain s briqhtest
fising bands. Siicking any one 0f these guys behind an office desk would

be a luti le teffible waste.
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